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Board members and Chairs Present: Angela Vassallo MPH, MS, President APIC, GLA; Jeanne Tapia DNP, APRN, FNP, Past President; Mary 
C. Virgallito RN, MSN, CIC, Legislative Representative; Clara Frank, MS, CIC, Board Member-at-Large; Ellen Evashwick R.N., CIC, Board 
Member-at-Large and Chair Membership Committee; Board members and Chairs Excused: Karen Jolicoeur, RN, Treasurer; Michelle J. 
Blount, RN, Secretary General Membership Present: Sign in sheet is appended to the original of these minutes and scanned to the 
electronic minutes. 

Agenda Items Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

Welcome/ Call to Order Angela 
Vassallo 

Meeting called to order at 12 15 p.m. None 

Introductions/ New Members/ 
Visitors 

Angela 
Vassallo 

Meeting attendees were asked to sign in  None 

Educational Presentation Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

‘The Application of Rapid 
Diagnostics in Antimicrobial 
Stewardship Programs’ 

Dr. Ravina 
Kullar 

NOTE: Due to Dr. Kullar’s time constraints she will present before the business 
meeting portion of today’s meeting. 
Slides may be accessed on API GLA website. 
 
Inappropriate empiric antibiotic therapy is associated with higher mortality rates 
and duration of stay 
• Standard culture and susceptibility techniques 
necessitate several days for identification and 
antimicrobial susceptibility determination 
• Rapid molecular diagnostic techniques can result in 
earlier identification and susceptibility determination and 
potentially earlier initiation of appropriate therapy 
– Reduced use of non-effective antibiotic 
– Reduced mortality rate 
– Reduced duration of stay 
– Reduced cost 
 
Rapid Diagnostic Tests discussed were: 

Nucleic acid–based tests (NATs) Amplification= PCRs and non-
amplification=PNA FISH Benefits of PCRs: Rapid with specific organism 
detection. Disadvantage of  PCRs: Most assays require at least one colony,  
 

Dr. Ravina Kullar will 
provide the group 
with additional 
information on 
reported “cost 
savings” described 
in one of the 
studies. For 
additional questions 
you may contact Dr. 
Kullar at 
ravina.kullar@gmail.com 
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Educational Presentation, cont. Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

  expense and space at start up. Benefits of PNA FISH: Easy and rapid, great 
for fastidious organisms. Disadvantage PNA FISH: Decrease in turn around 
when batching required, and equip. start-up expense and ongoing 
expense of skilled and experienced technicians to interpret results.  

Non Nucleic acid-based tests= (Non NATs) Example: matrix-assisted laser 
desorption/ionization (MALDI) time-of-flight mass spectrometer (TOF), which 
have similar benefit/disadvantage as NATs. 
 Justifying the costs are studies showing  ‘time to optimal therapy’ can be 
reduced  and decrease costs  by switching to lower cost antibiotics, or decreased 
time of therapy. These practices/interventions require experts (knowledgeable 
personnel interpreting results and de-escalating current therapy for example).   
All rapid diagnostic testing changes benefit from laboratories coordinating with 
pharmacies for risk/benefit sharing. 

 

Vendor Presentation Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

Rymed Technology needleless IV 
connector InVision-Plus® 

Paul 
Swaney 

Rymed Technology has developed “Beyond Neutral” needleless IV 
connector having zero fluid displacement, with no need for clamping. 
Positive fluid displacement IV connectors are linked with higher rates of 
CLABSI/BSI.  
Thank you Rymed Technology for sponsoring lunch for the meeting. 

None 

Business Meeting Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

A. Approval of January Minutes 
 
 
B. Treasurers Report  

Angela 
Vassallo 

Minutes were not available for approval. 
 
 
Treasurers Report was not available for approval/discussion  

Deferred  
 
Deferred 

C. CACC Meeting report Jeanne 
Tapia 

The California APIC Coordinating Council General Meeting Minutes dated 
February 7, 2014 are appended to the original of these minutes and 
attached to the electronic minutes. 
The Educational Report was presented by Susan Huang, MD, Associate 
Professor UC Irvine, review notes in attachment 
 

 

Business Meeting, cont. Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time-of-flight_mass_spectrometry
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  The CDPH HAI Data Validation Plan for 2013/15:  Presented by Vicki Keller 
with  slides  on the CACC website: 
Vicki provided a recap for our committee: Each California hospital was sent an e-
mail memo from Lynn Janssen outlining the three-year plan for improving the 
quality of HAI reported data. HAI Liaison IP’s are currently contacting any 
hospital who has not replied to this memo. 
Beginning in March after the release of the final 2013 QA/QC report, each 
hospital will be sent a link to a web page and asked to attest to each of the six 
elements in the 2013 validation plan.  
QA/QC reports for 2013 will be posted in CalHEART in the first week of March.  
You must review and validate your information to be sure your reported data are 
accurate and complete. It was asked how is it feasible to review and validate our 
information if we are unable to access the CalHEART report? 
Angela Vassallo has offered to help with troubleshooting Refer to AFL 13-12  and 
logon:  https://healthcareportal.cdph.ca.gov/   
The Budget and finance Report: The Draft budget was approved. There was a 
motion for dues increase for 2015 from $5.00 to $7.50 which GLA APIC abstained 
(113 votes), even with our large voting numbers this increase was approved, 
however, because of the lack of prior notification to allow each chapter to take 
the information back and review for member approval, the bylaws will be 
scrutinized and perhaps a re-vote on this can be presented. 
HAI Advisory Committee:   Denise Bleak (president elect) encouraged enhanced 
IP influence in the committee. There are 3 seats on the committee, but without 
voting, where is our voice? Teleconferencing is an option. We are sharing the 
website http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/hai/Pages/default .aspx so that you 
may review the agenda and minutes. 

Jeannie Tapia will 
email CACC on 
details of the bylaws 
regarding the 
‘proposal to vote 
time frame’ 
specifically when 
increases in dues 
impact local 
chapters. 
 
Consider 
teleconferencing the 
HAI Advisory 
Committee for more 
information: 
http://www.cdph.ca.g
ov/programs/hai/Page
s/default .aspx 
Angela Vassallo will 
follow up regarding 
CACC  By Laws  and 
CACC dues increase. 

D. Legislative Report (Public 
Policy Report) 

Mary 
Virgallito 
Legislative 
Representative 

The National Policy Committee Under a public-private partnership, the 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will fund the development of a 
new drug showing promise to treat antibiotic resistant infections, including 
carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE). The partnership with Rempex 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. includes an initial commitment from the Biomedical 
Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) of $19.8 million and 
provide up to $90 million over the five years for the development of the drug  

 
 

Business Meeting, cont. Presenter Discussion Action/Resolution 

https://healthcareportal.cdph.ca.gov/
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/hai/Pages/default%20.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/hai/Pages/default%20.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/hai/Pages/default%20.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/hai/Pages/default%20.aspx
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2014pres/02/20140205b.html
http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2014pres/02/20140205b.html
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  Carbavance. In addition to treating CRE, Carbavance could be used commercially 
to treat complicated urinary tract infections, hospital-acquired pneumonia, and 
ventilator-acquired pneumonia, all of which can be resistant to existing 
antibiotics. 
Mary met with the legislators in Sacramento last year to lay the groundwork for 
visits this spring when they are in their constituency locations. She will 
emphasize the IP role in assisting them in translating and understanding any 
pending legislation that impacts our profession.  

 

CBIC Review Angela 
Vassallo 

The intended review which follows the GLA APIC meeting will be held at 
the next meeting. 

Bring your CBIC 
review book next 
meeting for post 
meeting review 

 There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at  

Open Discussion Presenter  Discussion Action/Resolution   

Twitter and Facebook  Clara Frank To post on twitter https://twitter.com/APICGLA  please contact Clara 
Frank for log on information 
Her contact information is: clarfrank@sbcglobal.net 
To Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/APICGreaterLAChapter 
 

Please participate!   

Adjournment  Presenter  Discussion Action/Resolution 

Meeting adjourned at 2:00pm Angela 
Vassallo 

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Ellen Evashwick RN CIC 
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